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BRIGHT STAR

In March, the Davidson Theatre De-
partment presented Bright Star, its mainstage
Broduction for the 2023-2024 season. Directed

y Mark Sutch, the Steve Martin-written play
follows Alice Murphy, played by Hollis Plexico
24, Aliceisa hi%h—proﬂle editor in 1940s Ashe-
ville, North Carolina when the arrival of Billy
Cane, a perplexing young writer played by Henry
Nichols ‘27, sparks flashbacks to her youth in
Zebulon. Ignited by the urge to find her long-lost
son, Alice sets forth looking for answers, trans-
forming the lives of her and those around her.
The musical was nominated for five Tonys and
a Grammy in 2016 and 2017. Bright Star’s suc-
cess continued in its
production at Davidson;
the 14-student cast
and an Appalaichan
Ensemble performed
in front of a sold-out
crowd.

lwasin
attendance for four of
the five shows. For me, the most outstanding
part of the show was the music. With Musical
Direction by Jacquelyn Culpepper and con-
ducting by Tara Keith, Davidson’'s cast and
musicians delivered an incredible rendition of
the score in each of their performances. The
set, desi&;ned by Anita Tripathi, and the lighting,
designed by Anna Kruger-Dull, were also metic-
ulously created to bridge the gap between the
actors and the audience. Whether presenting
small-town Zebulon in the twenties, bustling
Asheville in the forties, or even aboard a train,
the scene was well-accommodated by the set
and lighting.

Bright Star was a shining testament
to the talent of the study body and beyond
which amazed the audience that such a
cozy college has so much star power. Some
particularly worthy of mention, Henry Nichols
portrayed the whimsical yet poignant Billy Cane
wonderfully. Sahana Athreya 25 played Margo,
Billy's love interest, with a lighthearted and
witty delivery, particularly shining in her song
‘Asheville.” Mason Escobar 24 terrified us as
the antagonist, Mayor Dobbs, with a boom-
ing, furious voice that shrank me in my seat.
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“The growth that we experienced as
an ensemble and lhrougi each of oLy which started early this
characters was honestly one of the
most enriching experiences...hroug
out the entire process.”

INRY ROYSTER 27

Jake McGraw ‘26 showed his versatility in his
character development seen onstage from the
love-crazy teenaged Jimmy Ray into adulthood.
The list of incredible actors in Bright Star goes
on; all 14 members of the cast deserve their
flowers.

The bright star of the show was
undoubtedly Hollis Plexico as Alice Murphy.
The senior from St. Petersburg, Florida plays
two Alices in two different time periods. As a
teenager, she is spirited, adventurous, and bold.
As an editor twenty years later, she is no-non-
sense and fierce. | personally interviewed Hollis
about her experience in Bright Star. First, |
asked her to tell me about
preparation for the show,

school year. "I spent a lot of

time over winter break trying
_to do scene and character

analyses which definitely

helped because we jumped

right in the first few weeks
of rehearsal. Each character requires some-
thing different and you always learn something
about yourself in the process.” Not only is Alice
Murphy a uniquely complex character, she
performs eleven songs throughout the musical,
each requiring an in-depth understanding of the
material. The role demands a lot of preparation
and the hours of work that Hollis and the cast
put in paid off. She describes, ”Thegrowth that
we experienced as an ensemble and through
each of our characters was honestly one of
the most enriching experiences. It was so
tangible and inspiring how everyone in the cast
grew throughout the entire process.” The cast
of Bright Star grew as individuals and actors
through their experience on stage.

Bright Star is a hopeful story that

reminds us that anything is possible with a
wonderful cast and crew. It teaches us about
redemption, forgiveness, and love through the
ensemble’s collective excellent performances.
Anyone who got to see Davidson's Bright Star,
whether they were in the audience or on the
stage, were left with an overwhelming sense of

propinquity.
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g City: The Nicki Minaj Experience

Milo Rothenberg 26

As an avid concert goer, or what some might affectionately dub me, a “concert con-
noisseur,” you can imagine the sheer thrill coursing through me when Nicki Minaj announced
her 2024 tour following the release of her critically acclaimed album Pink Friday 2.

My love for Nicki Minaj has spanned about seven or eight years, and the idea of
sitting floor seats at one of her concerts has always been a dream of mine. Whether belting
out the lyrics to “Only” alongside my friend Kristen during high school car rides or delivering
a show-stopping rendition of “Barbie Dreams” at a scholarship retreat, Nicki's influence has
indelibly shaped the person I've become. Beyond the infectious beats and uplifting vibes, her
music fills me with self-assurance, confidence, and the unwavering belief in my own poten-
tial.

Given all this, it's not surprising just how close | came to fainting when | discovered
my friends and | would be sitting floor 3, row B at Nicki's concert in Charlotte’s Spectrum
Center. Stepping into Gag City was an unparalleled experience. Seeing the citizens of Gag
City, dressed to the nines in pink fur coats, fishnet shapewear, and knee-high boots, felt like
traversing through a surreal dreamscape. From the onset, the atmosphere pulsated with elec-
trify- ing energy; it wasn't merely an audience but rather a community, where
U love and acceptance reigned supreme.

e The stage design was nathing short of spectacular, with
| mesmerizing light shows, set pieces, and pyrotechnics that etched
B the concert into my memory forever. And though Nicki's tardiness
tested our patience, her performance more than compensated for
the wait. She didn't just take us to Gag City; she whisked
us away to realms of Slay-Nation and Yass-Heaven.
While Nicki was great on her own, the inclusion of
special guests (Nicki's alter egos) Chun Li, Red Ruby,
Harajuku Barhie, and Roman Zolanski
were pure magic. My soul ascended
when Nicki seamlessly transitioned
from "Roman’s Revenge” to “Monster;’
and the setlist was nothing short of
perfection. She flawlessly blended iconic
hits like “Super Bass” and “Starships” with
soulful ballads like “Right Thru Me” and empowering
tracks from her latest alboum, such as “Big Difference.”
Sharing this euphoric experience with two of my
closest friends, Ava and Riana, cemented it as a moment I'll
cherish for a lifetime.
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